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Faculty & Staff Years of Service

5 Years of Service
Dr. Neal Bilyeu, Restorative Clinical Sciences
Dr. Erin Bumann, Oral & Craniofacial Sciences
Aaron David, Orthodontics
Cliff DuBroc, Faculty Practice
Dr. Caryn Ehrenberger, Restorative Clinical Sciences
Dr. Jared Gerhardt, Restorative Clinical Sciences
Dr. Owen Lonergan, Oral Surgery
Adrena Mason, Dental Clinic
Jessica Moniz, Research & Graduate Programs
Patricia Mullin, Dental Clinic
Huong Nguyen, Dental Clinic
Barry Nordyke, Dental Clinic
Dr. James Oakson, Restorative Clinical Sciences
Jennifer Pennington, Student Programs
Eleanor Ray, Oral & Craniofacial Sciences
Dr. JoAnna Scott, Research & Graduate Programs
Emerald Scott, Endodontics
Rita Thomas, Dental Lab
Tammy Woods, Dental Clinic
Dr. Donggao Zhao, Oral & Craniofacial Sciences

10 Years of Service
Richard Elliot, Dental Clinic
Dr. Tanya Gibson, Oral Pathology, Radiology, & 

Medicine
Sharlyn Mills, Dental Clinic
Dr. Doug Pearson, Restorative Clinical Sciences
Sue Simonds, Dental Clinic

15 Years of Service
Tara Lane, Dental Clinic
Erin Liljequist, Research & Graduate Programs
Valorie Moore-Porter, Business Office
Dr. Becky Smith, Restorative Clinical Sciences

20 Years of Service
Richie Bigham, Student Programs
Dr. Eileen Cocjin, Pediatric Dentistry
Verna Crowder, Dental Clinic
Mark Dallas, Oral & Craniofacial Sciences
Dr. Sarah Dallas, Oral & Craniofacial Sciences
Anna Doss, Dental Clinic
Prof. Tanya Mitchell, Division of Dental Hygiene
Tanya Moore, Dental Clinic
Dr. Tressa Parkinson, Restorative Clinical Sciences
Jennifer Rosser, Oral & Craniofacial Sciences
Dr. Mary Walker, Research & Graduate Programs

25 Years of Service
Patrice Adams, Dental Clinic
Dr. Lorie Holt, Division of Dental Hygiene
Jennifer Smith, Oral Surgery

30 Years of Service
Danita Johnson, Student Programs
Prof. Lorraine Rauckman, Periodontics



Promotion & Tenure
Dr. Eileen Cocjin, Pediatric Dentistry, Promoted to Clinical Professor (2022)
Dr. Lynn Friesen, Research & Graduate Programs, Promoted to Research Professor (2021)
Dr. Lance Godley, Restorative Clinical Sciences, Promoted to Associate Clinical Professor (2021)
Dr. Mike Murphy, Restorative Clinical Sciences, Promoted to Associate Clinical Professor (2021)
Dr. Cynthia Petrie, Restorative Clinical Sciences, Promoted to Professor (2022)
Dr. Gloria Redford, Pediatric Dentistry, Promoted to Associate Clinical Professor (2022)
Dr. JoAnna Scott, Research & Graduate Programs, Promoted to Associate Professor (2022)
Dr. Linda Seabaugh, Restorative Clinical Sciences, Promoted to Associate Clinical Professor (2022)
Dr. Rebeca Weisleder, Endodontics, Promoted to Clinical Professor (2022)

Staff Awards
Cliff DuBroc, Faculty Practice, Recipient of the 2021-2022 School of Dentistry Collaboration Award
Tanya Moore, Dental Clinic, Recipient of the 2021-2022 School of Dentistry Collaboration Award
Jimi Sode, Student Programs, Recipient of the 2021-2022 School of Dentistry Customer Service Award
Alec Zier, Dean’s Office, Recipient of the 2021-2022 School of Dentistry Customer Service Award
Winnie Davis, Dental Clinic, Recipient of the 2021-2022 School of Dentistry Student Award
Karen Wilson, Dental Clinic, Recipient of the 2021-2022 School of Dentistry Student Award
Racquel Adams, Business Office, Recipient of the 2021-2022 School of Dentistry True Unsung Hero Award
Julie Percival, Oral Surgery Recipient of the 2021-2022 School of Dentistry True Unsung Hero Award

Teaching Recognition
Dr. Daniel Ben Yehuda, Restorative Clinical Sciences, 2021 Dr. Robert Mechetti Junior Faculty Award
Dr. Meghan Wendland, Dental Public Health & Behavioral Sciences, 2022 Dr. Robert Mechetti Junior Faculty 

Award
Dr. Shara Dunlap, Restorative Clinical Sciences, 2021 Dr. Gary Newman Award for Faculty Leadership
Dr. Simon MacNeill, Periodontics, 2021 Elmer F. Pierson Good Teaching Award
Dr. Narayanan Sreenivasan, Oral Surgery, 2022 Elmer F. Pierson Good Teaching Award
Dr. Eric Gottman, Restorative Clinical Sciences, 2022 Dr. David L. Moore Excellence in Teaching Award
Prof. Lorraine Rauckman, Periodontics, 2021 Dr. David L. Moore Excellence in Teaching Award
Dr. Gerald Woolsey, Restorative Clinical Sciences, 2021 Dr. Samuel E. Hayes Part Time Faculty Award

Achievement
Dr. Mark Johnson, Oral & Craniofacial Sciences, UMKC SOD Lecture Faculty of the Year 21-22; UMKC 

Chancellor’s Award for Career Contributions to the University
Prof. Tanya Villalpando Mitchell, Dental Hygiene, UMKC Chancellor’s Award for Graduate Mentoring
Dr. Narayanan Sreenivasan, Oral Surgery, Rotation Faculty of the Year from the Class of ‘22
Dr. Yong Wang, Oral & Craniofacial Sciences, Elected as a Fellow of the American Assocation for Dental, Oral, & 

Craniofacial Research

Service
Dr. John Ball:  Restorative Clinical Sciences Chair, ADA Commission for Continuing Education Provider 

Recognition; Vice President BOD-American College of Prosthodontics; Editorial board: Journal of Prosthetic 
Dentistry and Journal of Prosthodontics; UMKC Faculty Senate

Richie Bigham, Student Programs, Council for the ADEA Dental Admissions Officers Section
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Dr. Kim Bray, Dental Hygiene, Special Education Advisory Board for the Missouri Department of Secondary 
Education

Dr. Michelle Briner, Oral Pathology, Radiology, & Medicine, National Officer in the Oral and Maxillofacial 
Radiology Section of ADEA; American Association of Oral and Maxillofacial Radiology Task Force

Dr. Erin Bumann, Oral & Craniofacial Sciences, Student Competition for Advancing Dental Research and 
its Application (SCADA): Director at Large (20-21), Treasurer (21-22), Vice President (Current); American 
Association for Dental, Oral and Craniofacial Research, Awards Committee and Development Committee; 
American Society for Bone and Mineral Research, Early-Stage Investigator Subcommittee; American Academy 
of Pediatric Dentistry, Southwest District Council for Scientific Affairs; Ad Hoc Reviewer: Bone, Journal of Bone 
and Mineral Research, Development, Journal of Dental Research, Developmental Dynamics, International Journal 
of Paediatric Dentistry, and Orthodontics and Craniofacial Research; Review Editor, Editorial Board Systems 
Integration - Frontiers in Dental Medicine

Dr. Shara Dunlap, Restorative Clinical Sciences, CDCA-WREB Examiner
Dr. Ken Frick, Endodontics, President of the College of Diplomates of the American Board of Endodontics; Chair, 

Membership Services Committee, the American Association of Endodontists; Manuscript reviewer, Journal of 
Endodontics; Site-visitor, Commission on Dental Accreditation; Secretary/Treasurer, Greater KC Endodontic 
Study Club

Dr. Lorie Holt, Dental Hygiene, Councilor, ADEA Section on Dental Hygiene Education; Member of the CODA 
Dental Hygiene Review Committee; UM System Faculty Peer Review Corps

Dr. Mark Johnson, Oral & Craniofacial Sciences, Senior editor of the journal Bone; Manuscript reviewer for twelve 
journals; University & Faculty Senate Budget Committee; 

Dr. Liz Kaz, Academic Affairs, Commission on Dental Accreditation, Dental Hygiene Education Program 
Curriculum Consultant; ADEA, Academic Affairs Academic Deans Section Secretary

Prof. Tanya Villalpando Mitchell, Dental Hygiene, Council of Allied Program Directors Representative, 
ADEA Annual Session Planning Committee

Dr. Cynthia Petrie, Restorative Clinical Sciences, Missouri State President for the American college of 
Prosthodontists; Co-Chair of the Scope of Practice Committee for the ACP; Vice Chair of the Predoctoral 
Education Committee for the ACP; Editorial board: Journal of Prosthodontists, Journal of Prosthetic Dentistry, 
and Journal of Dental Education; Test Construction Committee for the INDBE; ADA Commission for Continuing 
Education Provider Recognition (CCERP)

Dr. Jean-Marc Retrouvey, Orthodontics & Dentofacial Orthopedics, Education Committee Chair, Angle Society 
of Orthodontists; Member Biennial Committee Angle Society of Orthodontists; Editor for the Korean Journal of 
Orthodontists

Dr. JoAnna Scott, Research & Graduate Programs, Member of the AADOCR Fellowship Committee; Associate 
Editor for the International Journal of Paediatric Dentistry

Dr. Melanie Simmer-Beck, Dental Public Health & Behavioral Sciences, Treasurer & Board Member, Oral Health 
Kansas; Missouri State Champion, 100 Million Mouths Project, Center for Integration of Primary Care and Oral 
Health; Committee Member, ADEA Legislative Advisory Committee

Dr. Becky Smith, Restorative Clinical Sciences, Peer reviewer, General Dentistry; Clinical Sciences Consultant for 
CODA

Dr. Yesim Stevens, Restorative Clinical Sciences, Manuscript reviewer for the Journal of Prosthetic Dentistry; Vice 
President of the American College of Prosthodontists in Missouri Section

Dr. Jorge Vera-Rojas, Endodontics, Reviewer for the Journal of Endodontics and International Endodontic 
Journal

Dr. Mary Walker, Research & Graduate Programs, AADOCR National Student Research Group Faculty Advisor; 
Editorial board of the International Journal of Oral & Maxillofacial Implantology and adhoc reviewer for several 
other journals; UMKC Graduate Council & Research Advisory Council; Chair, IADR/Osteology Foundation New 
Investigator Award-Oral Tissue Regeneration Review Committee



New Faculty
Dr. Hanan Ali, Assistant Clinical Professor Restorative Clinical Sciences
Dr. Michelle Briner, Assistant Professor, Oral Pathology, Radiology, & Medicine
Prof. Hayley Ferris, Clinical Instructor, Dental Public Health & Behavioral Sciences
Dr. Steven Haas, Dean
Dr. Harlan Hassen, Assistant Clinical Professor, Restorative Clinical Sciences
Prof. Shelley Howard, Assistant Clinical Professor, Dental Public Health & Behavioral Sciences
Prof. Emma Kaz Frick, Assistant Research Professor, Research & Graduate Programs
Dr. Patrick Lai, Director of Advanced Perio & Associate Professor, Periodontics
Dr. Monica Romero, Assistant Clinical Professor, Endodontics
Dr. Marwa Shembesh, Assistant Clinical Professor, Restorative Clinical Sciences
Dr. Jorge Vera-Rojas, Assistant Clinical Professor, Endodontic
Dr. Wendy Weimer, Assistant Clinical Professor, Restorative Clinical Sciences
Dr. Luke Wezeman, Assistant Clinical Professor, Restorative Clinical Sciences 

New Staff
Mike Bissen, Support Systems Admin, Biomedical Communications
Dalton Blackwell, Office Support Assistant IV Research & Graduate Programs
Karey Brantley, Dental Services Supervisor, Dental Clinic
Shawn Conley, Office Support Assistant IV, Dental Clinic
Bertha Fayson, Dental Assistant Sr, Orthodontics & Dentofacial Orthopedics
Meri Janssen-Bond, Business Support Specialist II, Dean’s Office
Bear Price, Student Services Coordinator Sr, Dean’s Office
Jimi Sode, Senior Program Manager, Admissions, Student Programs
Jennifer Taylor, Office Support Assistant IV, Oral Pathology, Radiology, & Medicine
Christopher Wheeler, Clinical Technician, Dental Clinic
Rachel Whitlock, Office Support Assistant IV, Dental Clinic

New Academic Personnel
Portia Hahn Leat, Research Aide, Oral & Craniofacial Sciences
Claire Houchen, Research Assistant, Oral & Craniofacial Sciences
Anthony Meljanac, Research Aide, Oral & Craniofacial Sciences
Nashwa Mohammad, Research Aide, Oral & Craniofacial Sciences

Retirements
Romualdo Abella, Dental Clinic
Sharon Adams, Dental Clinic
Dr. Rob Edwards, Endodontics
Dr. Lynn Friesen, Research & Graduate Programs
Pamela McCarrison, Dental Clinic
Ellen Morton, Endodontics
Lindra Primers Woodward, Dental Clinic
Lynn Prine, Dental Clinic
Dr. Richard Prine, Restorative Clinical Sciences
Dr. Connie White, Restorative Clinical Sciences

Dr. Yong Wang, Oral & Craniofacial Sciences, Editorial Board: Frontier in Oral Health, Polymers, Polymer-
Plastics Technology & Materials; Advisory Board: Journal of Endodontics, Applied Adhesion Science; Reviewer: 
NIDCR Special Grants Review (DSR) Panel at NIH, NIST and the U.S.-Israel Binational Industrial Research 
& Development (BIRD) Foundation, Oral, Dental, and Craniofacial Sciences (ODCS) study section at NIH; 
Appointed to serve as a standing member of the ODCS Study Section, NIH; Manuscript reviewer for 10-15 
journals per year

Dr. Rebeca Weisleder, Endodontics, Councilor, President Elect & President OKU; Chair Elect ADEA Section 
on Endodontics; Reviewer for the Journal of Endodontics; Membership Committee, American Association of 
Endodontists

Dr. Donggao Zhao, Oral & Craniofacial Sciences, Councilor, Reviewer for 11 journals: Advances in Geo-Energy 
Research, American Mienralogist, Atomic Spectroscopy, Earth-Science Reviews, Energy & Fuels, Geoscience 
Frontiers, Gondwana Research, Marine and Petroleum Geology, Methods and Protocols, Minerals, and Petroleum 
Science

Research & Scholarship
Dr. Erin Bumann, Oral & Craniofacial Sciences, 4 publications in peer reviewed journals since 2020
Dr. Mark Johnson, Oral & Craniofacial Sciences, 5 publications in peer reviewed journals since 2020
Dr. Cynthia Petrie, Restorative Clinical Sciences, 3 publications in peer reviewed journals since 2020
Dr. Jean-Marc Retrouvey, Orthodontics & Dentofacial Orthopedics, 4 publications in peer reviewed journals 

since 2020; book co-author, published in 2021
Dr. JoAnna Scott, Research & Graduate Programs, 13 publications in peer reviewed journals since 2020
Dr. Melanie Simmer-Beck, Dental Public Health & Behavioral Science, 3 publications in peer reviewed journals 

since 2020
Dr. Jorge Vera-Rojas, Endodontics, 2 publications in peer reviewed journals since 2020
Dr. Mary Walker, Research & Graduate Programs, 2 publications in peer reviewed journals since 2020
Dr. Yong Wang, Oral & Craniofacial Sciences, 15 publications in peer reviewed journals since 2020
Dr. Donggao Zhao, Oral & Craniofacial Sciences, 4 publications in peer reviewed journals since 2020

Grants in Excess of $50,000
Dr. Erin Bumann, Oral & Craniofacial Sciences
Dr. Timothy Cox, Oral & Craniofacial Sciences
Dr. Sarah Dallas, Oral & Craniofacial Sciences
Dr. Mark Johnson, Oral & Craniofacial Sciences
Prof. Emma Kaz-Frick, Clinical Research, Research & Graduate Programs
Prof. Lorraine Rauckman, Periodontics
Dr. Jean-Marc Retrouvey, Orthodontics & Dentofacial Orthopedics
Dr. JoAnna Scott, Research & Graduate Programs
Dr. Melanie Simmer-Beck, Dental Public Health & Behavioral Sciencess
Dr. Becky Smith, Restorative Clinical Sciences
Dr. Mary Walker, Research & Graduate Programs
Dr. Yong Wang, Oral & Craniofacial Sciences
Dr. Meghan Wendland, Dental Public Health & Behavioral Sciencess
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