
Brian Vierthaler (DDS ’02)
Young Alum of the Year
After graduating from the UMKC School of Dentistry, Dr. 
Brian Vierthaler worked as an associate in Platte City, Mo., 
and North Kansas City, Mo. One year later, he bought a 
practice located in Grant City, Mo., while working as an 
associate for Bruce E. Twaddle (DDS ΄83) in Maryville, Mo. 
A year and a half later, in 2005, he opened his own practice 
in Maryville. Presently, Dr. Vierthaler owns and operates 
two practices — in Grant City and Maryville — that 
focus on comprehensive general dentistry. “What I enjoy 

about dentistry is connecting with people, both patients and professionally,” says 
Dr. Vierthaler. “I have had the benefit of having a good friend and mentor, Bruce E. 
Twaddle, help me professionally as well as personally during my career. Working with 
the MDA and serving as a board member have been a great pleasure.” 
 Dr. Vierthaler has been an ADA and MDA member since 2002. He has been serving 
as Northwest trustee on the MDA board since 2008, and currently serves on the MDA 
committee for public education campaign. He is a graduate of the MDA’s Leadership 
Development Continuum and the 2008 recipient of the MDA’s Outstanding New 
Dental Leader Award. A member of the NW Dental Society since 2004, he served as 
vice president in 2006-07 and president in 2007-08.
 John Nelson Jr. (DDS ’82), president of the UMKC Dental Alumni Association, 
presented Dr. Vierthaler with the award at the Alumni and Friends Recognition 
Breakfast, held Saturday, March 20, during the 2010 Midwest Dental Conference. 
The breakfast is hosted by the Rinehart Foundation, the UMKC Dental and Dental 
Hygienists’ Alumni Associations and the School of Dentistry.

Dr. Charles Dunlap (DDS ’60)
Dental Alumnus of the Year
Dr. Charles (Charlie) Dunlap serves as the Rinehart Professor 
of Dentistry and chair of the Department of Oral Pathology, 
Radiology and Medicine at the UMKC School of Dentistry. 
He also holds an appointment as professor of medicine at 
the UMKC School of Medicine. Born in Stigler, Okla., Dr. 
Dunlap graduated from Northeast Oklahoma State College 
in Tahlequah in 1956 as a chemistry major. After graduating 
from UMKC, he joined the Army as an officer in the Dental 
Corps. He spent a year of study in pathology at the Armed 

Forces Institute of Pathology (AFIP) on the Walter Reed campus in Washington, 
D.C. He then spent another year studying pathology at the University of Kansas. In 
1964 Dunlap joined UMKC’s faculty as an assistant professor in oral pathology. He 
became board certified in 1967 and served as president of the American Board of Oral 
Pathology in 1980. He served as president of the American Academy of Oral 
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Dental Hygiene Students      
 National Competition

Congratulations to Tiffany Zimmerman 
and Carmen Roberts, DH Class of 2010, 
who won first place for their table clinic, 
“Banking Tooth Stem Cells:  Future 
Possibilities,” at the 2010 American Dental 
Hygienists’ Association meeting, held June 
23-29 in Las Vegas, Nev. Their mentor 
for the project was Dr. Bonnie Branson, 
professor, Division of Dental Hygiene.

Tiffany Zimmerman & Carmen Roberts
Photo courtesy of the ADHA.



Pathology in 1980-81. From 1978 to 1985 he served as chair of the 
Council on Dental Education. He served three terms as a member 
of the UMKC Faculty Senate and two terms as chair of the UMKC 
Faculty Council. He has been honored as a recipient of the school’s 
Outstanding Teacher Award 26 times and the Distinguished 
Teacher Award 19 times. The University honored him with the 
Elmer Pierson Outstanding Teacher award in 1984-85.
 To honor Dr. Dunlap’s long and distinguished career, a small 
group of alumni initiated a fundraising campaign. When he was 
asked what cause he would like to have his name associated with, 
Dunlap said he would like to help indigent patients at the School of 
Dentistry. To honor his wishes, an endowment is being established 
to provide assistance to patients who have acute dental needs but 
lack financial resources to pay for treatment. This fund, to be held 
in the Rinehart Foundation, will ensure that the compassion Dr. 
Dunlap shows for people in need can continue after his retirement, 
and even after his lifetime. 
 John Nelson Jr. (DDS ’82), president of the UMKC Dental 
Alumni Association, presented Dr. Dunlap with the award at the 
Alumni and Friends Recognition Breakfast, held Saturday, March 
20, during the 2010 Midwest Dental Conference. The breakfast is 
hosted by the Rinehart Foundation, the UMKC Dental and Dental 
Hygienists’ Alumni Associations and the School of Dentistry.

Ray Storm (DDS ’78)
UMKC Alumni Achievement Award   
Dentistry
Dr. Ray Storm heard the call to medicine 
before he heard the call to duty with the 
U.S. Navy and the Marine Corps, but his 
experiences in Vietnam caused him to 
change directions. During his last tour, 
Storm met a dentist who suggested that 
Storm’s medical background and interest 
and ability in art made him a good 

candidate for a career in dentistry. The dentist he met was right. 
Storm has won numerous awards and honors, including several 
Golden Apple Awards from the American Dental Association, and 
he was twice named Missouri Dentist of the Year by the Missouri 
Dental Association.
 A community volunteer, Storm has served as president of 
PATCHES, a not-for-profit dental missionary organization. He 
also founded and served as president of Give Kids a Smile, an 
organization that brings quality dental care to the underserved. 

“To date,” Storm says, “we have seen over 8,200 children and have 
provided over $3 million in services.” Storm also works with his 
wife in their general practice in St. Peters, Mo.
 Dr. Storm was honored with the award at the UMKC Alumni 
Association’s 2010 Celebration Awards Luncheon, held in 
UMKC’s Pearson Auditorium, April 22, 2010. He was among 
the 16 outstanding alumni and one family recognized for their 
accomplishments and dedication to society and their alma mater. 
More than 400 people packed Pierson for the sold-out event, which 
honored an alumni achievement awardee from each school along 
with the five campus-wide awardees and Chancellor’s Medalist.

Caren M. Barnes
UMKC Alumni Achievement Award 
Dental Hygiene
Caren Barnes was a senior in the dental 
hygiene program at Texas Women’s 
University when she spoke with the 
only person holding a master’s degree 
in Dental Hygiene in the state of Texas. 
That conversation inspired Barnes 
to come to UMKC to earn the same 
master’s degree in 1974. Now a professor 

and coordinator of clinical research at the University of Nebraska 
Medical Center College of Dentistry, Barnes also has served as a 
full professor at the University of Alabama-Birmingham, where 
she helped develop its dental hygiene program. Among her 
many honors, Barnes was named the Lincoln Dental Hygienists’ 
Association Dental Hygienist of the Year, and she was presented 
the Just Phenomenal Hygienist Award from the Journal of Practical 
Hygiene and Johnson and Johnson Oral Health.
 She serves on the editorial review boards of several industry 
publications, and her work has appeared in many dental care and 
hygiene publications, including several invited manuscripts in 
Dental Clinics of North America, Wilkin’s Clinical Practice. She 
also serves the community, volunteering and speaking at dental 
health events around the country.
 Catherine Saylor (DH ’05, MSDH ’08), president of the UMKC 
Dental Hygienists’ Alumni Association, presented Barnes with 
the award at the Alumni and Friends Recognition Breakfast, held 
Saturday, March 20, during the 2010 Midwest Dental Conference. 
Barnes also was recognized at the UMKC Alumni Association’s 
2010 Celebration Awards Luncheon, held in UMKC’s Pierson 
Auditorium, April 22, 2010.

These annual awards recognize one alumnus from each academic unit who has 
achieved notable success in his or her professional field and who has rendered 
outstanding service to the community.

Award Recipients Continued

Dr. Ray Storm volunteers in Kosovo in 2003.



The past 12 months since I arrived at the 
UMKC School of Dentistry have been a 
whirlwind as the time has passed so very 
quickly. As I reflect back on the year past, 
I can see that it certainly has been marked 
with change, for the school and for me, 
personally. I am eternally grateful for 
the warm welcome I have received from 
students, faculty, staff, alumni and the 
dental profession, all valued stakeholders 
who care deeply about the UMKC 
School of Dentistry. They have made my 
transition to UMKC very pleasant. I am 
honored to work with such dedicated, high 
quality individuals on our faculty, staff, 
and student body.
 I believe our school has many positive 
accomplishments and traditions that will 
continue to make us a leader in dental 
education for years to come. Traditions 
that we honored this year included the 
Scholarship Dinner, where important 
values such as giving back to the profession 
and the school were on display as our 
generous donors and grateful student 
recipients had the opportunity to meet and 
learn about each other. Surely, this will be 
a lasting imprint on the honored students 
and inspire them to someday emulate 
the philanthropy of their benefactors. 
Our alumni have established an 
impressive legacy at the school with their 
endowments, but most importantly they 
have demonstrated their commitment to 

and participation in the school’s ongoing 
success. During the year, we also have 
celebrated faculty accomplishment, 
benefitted from opportunities to hire new 
faculty who are the face of the future of the 
school, and said farewell to some cherished 
members of our community.
 Strong and meaningful traditions 
need to be part of our heritage because 
they help move the school to the next 
phase of its development, growth  and  
accomplishment. Our traditions have 
helped us prepare for the future as we 
look to new opportunities that will help 
upcoming generations of dentists and 
dental hygienists succeed in the profession 
that we cherish. I can assure you that 
the school is a different place than it 
was one year ago. We are poised to have 
a significant impact on our program 
with new faculty, fresh ideas, a sense of 
inclusion, and a commitment to enhancing 
the distinguished reputation of the school.
 I am thrilled with our progress on a 
number of strategic initiatives that will 
help us continue as an excellent, futuristic, 
innovative place for educating dental 
professionals. We have begun incredible 
initiatives to look at our future. As these 
initiatives progress in their development, 
I look forward to sharing the excitement 
and creativity produced by the growth of 
our program.

Dr. Bonnie Branson, a professor in the UMKC Division of Dental Hygiene, was one of three recipients to be honored with the prestigious 
Johnson & Johnson Healthcare Products/ADHA Award for Excellence in Dental Hygiene. She was presented with the award during the 
President’s Luncheon at the American Dental Hygienists’ Association’s 2010 Annual Session, held June 27 in Las Vegas, Nev. According to 
the ADHA, the award “recognizes hygienists who have evidence of active involvement in ADHA and its constituents, exhibit evidence of 
leadership in and the advancement of dental hygiene experience, provide evidence 
for the incorporation of any and/or all roles of the dental hygienist to document 
outstanding accomplishments that have a significant impact on the practice and 
future of the dental hygiene profession.”
 As a member of ADHA since 1972, Branson has served the organization in a 
variety of capacities at the national level and at the state level in Utah, Illinois and 
Missouri. Currently she is the chair of the ADHA Institute for Oral Health Research 
Grant Review Committee. 
 Branson, who holds a doctorate from Southern Illinois University, joined 
UMKC’s faculty in 1998. Previously, she served as a program director for the Weber 
State University Dental Hygiene Program and director of the College Cooperative 
Education Program at Southern Illinois University. In addition to her academic duties 
at UMKC, Branson recently served as the oral health project director for the state 
of Missouri and headed the Preventive Services Program, which provided 35,000 
children with fluoride varnish, education and oral health assessments annually.

Pictured l-r: Lynn Ramer, Bonnie Branson & Chris 
Charles.  Photo courtesy of the ADHA.

“I am honored to work with 
such dedicated, high quality 
individuals on our faculty, staff, 
and student body.”
 - Marsha A. Pyle, DDS, MEd

 Branson
  Bonnie Receives National Honor

Midwest Dental Conference



Class of 1955
Dr. Donald Yowell (Delphos, Kan.) retired 
in May 2009. He remarried in 1988. He 
spends time fishing, hunting and going to 
grandchildren’s ballgames. 

Class of 1960
Dr. Russell Riggs (Rogers, Ark.) is retired, 
a full-time volunteer, and a newlywed. 
Dr. Roderick A. MacDonald (Maple 
Ridge, B.C., Canada) is retired and still 
healthy. He enjoys woodworking, golfing 
and chauffeuring grandchildren.
Dr. James W. Schatz (Springfield, Mo.) 
retired in 2000. He enjoys volunteering 
and has seven grandchildren. He says that 
he putters around and enjoys attending 
basketball and baseball games. He does 
genealogy research and has published a 
book about 300 years of his father’s family. 
Dr. A.P. Soldan-Els Jr. (Independence, 
Mo.) retired from the UMKC School 
of Dentistry in 1996 and is a professor 
emeritis. During his career he was 
honored as Instructor of the Year (8 years) 
Distinguished Teacher (9 years) and 
received Classes of ’94 and ’96 Teacher 
Award. He served as a Lt. Col. in the U.S. 
Army. He and his wife, Jackie, have been 
married for 55 years and have two children 
and five grandchildren. 
Dr. Edward J. Lamb (Olympia, Wash.) 
has been retired since 1999. He is playing 
a lot of golf and has a hole- in-one about 
every other year.  He spends six months in 
Washington State and five to six months 
in Arizona at Sun City West. He RVs and 
does some boating to Canada and Alaska. 

Classes of the 1970’s
Dennis Morehart, DDS 1970, (Enid, Okla.) 
is planning on working several more years 
in dentistry. He just finished his term on 
the LGA Council of the AGD. He and 
Erlene celebrated their 43rd wedding 
anniversary. His daughter, Tina, is a dentist 
in downtown Oklahoma City, Okla. 
Ron Brown, DDS 1970, (Denver, Colo.) 
retired from private practice in June 
2007. He’s been a clinical professor at the 
University of Colorado School of Dental 
Medicine for the past two years. He’s 

been elected into the American College 
of Dentists, to the Board of Directors 
of the Metro Denver Society, and to be 
president of the International Association 
of Approved Basketball Officials. He still 
referees high school basketball. 
Richard Hines, DDS 1975, (Leawood, Kan.) 
specializes in periodontics. He completed 
his residency at the VA Med Center in 
Leavenworth, Kan., in 1982. He completed 
board certification for Diplomat status in 
1987. He has four children (Amy, Chris, 
Ryan and Lauren) and four grandchildren. 
Edwin R. Schertzer, DDS 1975, (St. 
Louis, Mo.) practices with his son, 
David Schertzer (DDS ’03) and has four 
grandchildren. He enjoys boating and 
travel. 
Robert G. Fox, DDS 1975, (Cape Girardeau, 
Mo.) proudly reports that his son, Jim, 
graduated from UMKC with his DDS 
degree in May 2010 and is joining him in 
practice so he can semi-retire later in 2010.
Susan Kaiser, RDH 1978, (Fulton, Mo.) 
reports that her husband is retired from 
the Dept. of Corrections. She collects 
painted-label soda bottles from the late 
1930s to 1950s. She has been on two 
cruises to the Caribbean. 

Classes of the 1980’s
Donna K. (Davidson) Gardner, DDS 1980, 
(Overland Park, Kan.) and her husband, 
John, celebrated their 28th wedding 
anniversary in February 2010. They’re 
all well and continue to be active in their 
church and community. Their daughter 
Erin and her husband, David, are expecting 
twins in July 2010. Their daughter Kyle 
gave birth to their first grandson, Braxton 
Lee, in May 2008. Their son, Sean, is at 
UMKC as a pre-dental student. 
Michael LaBoube, DDS 1980, (Knob Noster, 
Mo.) is serving active duty in the U.S. Air 
Force at Whiteman AFB, Mo.
R.J. Tippin, DDS 1980, (Newton, Kan.) 
and Mary Ellen Tippin are enjoying the 
“grandchildren season” with their four 
grandchildren. Three of their five children 
are married. R.J. thinks dentistry is still 
fun!

Timothy D. Larson, DDS 1980, (St. Charles, 
Mo.) and Carol have been married 33 
years. He is the Clinical Regional Director 
of Operations for Heartland Dental Care. 
He is still practicing, learning and now 
teaching. 
Shanon T. Kirchhoff, DDS 1985, (Cape 
Girardeau, Mo.) is past president of the 
MDA. He is a member of DMORT, a 
federal team of forensic odontologists. He 
is still practicing orthodontics. He likes to 
travel and camp. Harley riding and scuba 
diving are ranked as his favorite things to 
do. He is married to Jennifer and has a 
daughter, Clara.

Classes of the 1990’s
Paul D. Mabe, DDS 1990, (Gardner, Kan.) 
and his wife, Yvette (DH ’91), have been 
married 19 years. They have two girls:  
Lauren (17) and Julia (12). He has been 
in practice 20 years in Gardner (www.
gardnerdentalcare.com). They have 
enjoyed winters in south Florida since 
2000.
Chris Buttner, DDS 1990, (Albuquerque, 
Ariz.) is still practicing in Albuquerque 
and has two beautiful children, ages 8 
and 11. Chris will be the Alumni Board 
President in 2011.
Kerin L. Burdette, DDS 1995, (Omaha, 
Neb.) completed advanced education in 
pediatric dentistry at the University of 
Nebraska Medical Center in June 2010.
Stephanie Altenburg, DDS 1995, (Kansas 
City, Mo.) bought the Barry Road Dental 
Office in 2004 and practices with her 
husband, Tim. Their boys, Jonah (15) and 
Lucas (11), received their black belts in Tae 
Kwon Do. They love to travel as a family. 
Michael Rollert, DDS 1995, (Denver, Colo.) 
is a member of the Board of Directors 
of the American Dental Society of 
Anesthesiology. He also is a member of 
Atoms Committee on Anesthesia. 

Classes of the 2000’s
Kaci B. Jensen, DDS 2000, (Boise, Idaho) 
married Kirk Jensen on Nov. 7, 2009. 
Pete Spalitto, DDS 2000, (Kirkwood, Mo.) 
has a general practice in Des Peres, Mo. 
He has been in practice for five years since 
being discharged from the U.S. Army. His 
family includes his wife, Susan, and their 
three children:  Olivia (5), Anna (3) and 
Henry (7 months). 
Laura Merritt Menees, DDS 2000, 
(Lawrence, Kan.) married Ryan Moore in 
2007. Their daughter, Nico Jeanne Moore, 
was born in August 2007. 



William Reynolds, DDS ’36
 El Paso, Texas
Carlos Alexander, DDS ’40
 Texarkana, Texas
Norton Bohon, DDS ’42
 Ft. Myers, Fla. 
R. Payton Kelly, DDS ’42
 Lakewood Ranch, Fla.
Harold Milam, DDS ’42
 Farmington, N.M.
J. Warren Hildreth, DDS ’43J
 Prather, Calif.
Quentin Guccione, DDS ’44
 Needham, Mass.
Dale Devore, DDS ’45
 Independence, Kan.
Robert Kincaid, DDS ’45
 Denver, Colo.
Clayton Mammel, DDS ’45
 Denver, Colo.
Glen McGee, DDS ’45
 San Diego, Calif.
Speedy Nutz, DDS ’45
 Chula Vista, Calif.
Moses Pfefferbaum, DDS ’45
 Los Altos Hills, Calif.
Robert Rasmuson, DDS ’45
 Denver, Colo.
Onal Sale, DDS ’45
 Neosho, Mo.
Ray Tharp, DDS ’45
 Springfield, Mo.
E. Hartley White, DDS ’45
 Salt Lake City, Utah
Leonard Williams, DDS ’45
 Port Orange, Fla.
Mack Wray, DDS ’45
 Mesa, Ariz.
James Carson, DDS ’46
 Webster, Texas
Robert Jersak, DDS ’46
 Springfield, Mo.
Stuart White, DDS ’46
 Tulsa, Okla.
Carl Fyler, DDS ’50
 Topeka, Kan.
Eugene Lewis, DDS ’50
 Tulsa, Okla.
Charles Neath, DDS ’51
 Kansas City, Kan.
Marlon Steinert, DDS ’51
 Raytown, Mo.
William Reynolds, DDS ’53
 El Paso, Texas
Willis Wester, DDS ’53
 The Dalles, Ore.

Frank Russell, DDS ’54
 OFallon, Mo.
B. Richard Banta, DDS ’55
 Hiawatha, Kan.
Thomas Parry, DDS ’55
 Washington, Kan.
Russell Billings, DDS ’56
 Provo, Utah
Dwane Johnson, DDS ’57
 Albuquerque, N.M.
Jerry Bartelsmeyer, DDS ’58
 Aurora, Mo.
Glenn Hough, DDS ’58
 Pittsburg, Kan.
Richard Brock, DDS ’60
 Oklahoma City, Okla.
Homer Foutz, DDS ’60
 Hays, Kan.
John Kellar, DDS ’60
 Peoria, Ill.
Billy McLaughlin, DDS ’60
 Magnolia, Ark.
John Butterweck, DDS ’60
Richard Fite, DDS ’60
Richard Feierabend, DDS ’61
 Prairie Village, Kan.
John McFarland, DDS ’61
 Topeka, Kan.
Stuart White, DDS ’61
 Tulsa, Okla.
Richard Brand, DDS ’63
 St. Louis, Mo.
LeRoy Nakayama, DDS ’63
 Portland, Ore.
Tipton Asher, DDS ’67
 Plano, Texas
Gary Dicks, DDS ’68
 Longmont, Colo.
Thomas Tyson, DDS ’68
 Nixa, Mo.
Jerry Benson, DDS ’70
 Oklahoma City, Okla.
James Fanning, DDS ’70
 Los Ranchos, N.M.
Judith Ball, DH ’73
 Honolulu, Hawaii
Frank Krump, DDS ’73
 Olathe, Kan.
Mark Merriweather, DDS ’73
 Frisco, Texas
Kent Bailey, DDS ’76
 Kansas City, Mo.
John Peterson, DDS ’81
 Winter Springs, Fla. 

Jeff Barlow, DDS 2000, and Emily Barlow, 
DDS 2000, (Merritt Island, Fla.) are married 
and have two children:  Jake (3) and 
Addison, born Oct. 22, 2009. 
Darren W. Mahaffey, DDS 2005, and Sarah 
L. Mahaffey, DDS 2005, (Springfield, Mo.) 
announce that Sadie Ann was born August 
31, 2009. Darren was named New Dental 
Leader for 2009 by the MDA. 
Mariah Frazier, DDS 2005, (Wichita, 
Kan.) and her family moved to Wichita 
in December 2007. They are enjoying it 
very much as they are close to family. They 
have two boys: Grant (2 ½) and Cade (1). 
Her husband, Lance, works as a corporate 
pilot, and she gets to work with Crystal 
Walker. In the fall of 2009, she became a 
board certified pediatric dentist. 
Jennifer Williams Tinnel, DDS 2005, 
(Kansas City, Mo.) had a 9 lb. 3 oz. baby 
boy named John Jack on June 15, 2009. 
Jamie Smiley, DDS 2005, (Overland Park, 
Kan.) has been married for seven years 
and has a two-year-old daughter named 
Taylor. She practices in Overland Park.
Kerri Thompson, DDS 2005, (Emporia, 
Kan.) has a three-year-old daughter, Regan 
Olivia Thompson, and another daughter 
born on December 29, 2009. 
Brett Wilson, DDS 2005, (Joplin, Mo.) 
completed a four-year military tour in the 
U.S. Army with assignments at Fort Sill, 
Okla., Grafenwoehr, Germany, and Iraq. 
He moved back to the states in August ’09 
and has been practicing in Joplin since. 
His wife, Sara, is expecting (their first) in 
June. 
Lori Adell, DDS 2005, (Sikeston, Mo.) gave 
birth to Kadison Paige, September 6, 
2007. Lori is an adjunct faculty member 
at Arizona School of Dentistry and Oral 
Health. 
John Batson, DDS 2005, (Whispering 
Pines, N.C.) is completing an oral surgery 
residency at Womack Army Medical 
Center, Ft. Bragg, N.C. 
Chris Leiszler, DDS 2005, (Lawrence, 
Kan.) started a practice in Baldwin City, 
Kan., just over two years ago. He and his 
wife, Anne-Marie, live in Lawrence. They 
welcomed their first child, Harrison, into 
the world June 1, 2009. 
Thomas A. Ebersole, DDS 2007, (Parsons, 
Kan.) and his wife, Sadie Ebersole, RDH, 
BS, welcomed their first child, Alden Cash 
Ebersole “Ace,” into the world Sept. 12, 
2009.  



Class of 1950

Class of 1960

Class reunions have always been one of the 
most popular features of the annual Midwest 
Dental Conference.  This year was no 
exception.  Classes celebrating reunions at the 
2010 Midwest Dental Conference included:

 Class of 1950 — 60th reunion
 Class of 1960 — 50th reunion
 Class of 1965 — 45th reunion
 Class of 1970b — 40th reunion
 Class of 1975 — 35th reunion
 Class of 1980 — 30th reunion
 Class of 1985 — 25th reunion
 Class of 1990 — 20th reunion
 Class of 1995 — 15th reunion
 Class of 2000 — 10th reunion
 Class of 2005 — 5th reunion

Four days of friendship, learning and laughter 
seems to be the common thread that runs 
through the annual meeting of the Midwest 
Dental Conference.  More than 3,700 people, 
including 2,000 dental professionals, enjoyed 
the weekend at the 2010 conference, March 18-
21.  Hosted by the UMKC Dental and Dental 
Hygienists’ Alumni Associations, 2010 offered 
attendees fifteen scientific sessions, more than 
100 technical exhibits and variety of parties, 
dinners, reunions and receptions.

The next conference
is April 7-10, 2011

Midwest Dental Conference



Bachelor of Science in 
Dental Hygiene
Molly Elizabeth Bauer
Jennifer Linn Bell
Ashley Bolin
Megan Dyan Brooks
Katherine Rachel Butler
Rebecca Claunch*
Dale Marion Corrigan
Amy Cuba
Melinda Felkins
Johnna Fogal
Amy Michael Haile
Taylor Elizabeth Henderson
Monica Linn Henriod
Sarah Ann Hodges
Medea Dawn Horrocks
Pardeep Kaur
Erin K. Keevan
Jamie A. Kennedy
Kristen Lyn Mann
Jessica L. McCune
Kisa L. Morgan
Brandy N. Mosier
Carmen Roberts
Sierra Schlegel
Amanda N. Sutton
Sarah C. Young
Tiffany J. Zimmerman
*Rebecca’s degree is being
conferred posthumously.

Doctor of Dental Surgery
Heather V. Adams
Kambiz Amini
Craig Atchison
Jared Louis Atwood
Xiaochuan Tony Bai
Brooks Barefoot
Brett R. Barzee
Corinne A. Bates
Courtney L. Beussink

George F. Blaich, V
Ashley W. Blattner
Trevor Charles Blattner
Daniel Olin Bock
Melissa Ann Boerema
Andrea Marie Boothe
Abby Marie Boschert
Adam R. Bowen
Molly E. Brown
Kristopher Paul Chilcutt
Sara A. Chilcutt
Laura E. Driver
Patrick E. Driver
Jonathan R. Ehlers
Eric James Etheridge
Andrew Ashton Ferris
James L. Fox
Melissa K. Francisco
Creighton F. Gallagher
Kyle Laine Gawrys
Nathan R. George
Devon Giron
Lauren Ashley Gossett
Charles V. Grife, III
Baron G. Grutter
Justin T. Guntli
Daniel Ross Harkey
Christopher M. Hawkins
Aaron J. Hiegert
Bret J. Holman
Christina Phue Huynh
Michael Joseph Isaac
Jesse L. Jackson
Stacy Marie Jackson
Blake Michael Julian
Arshia Kalantari
Mona Kalayeh
Ammon Kau
Dustin Skyler Kruse
Amit Kumar
Douglas Paul Kummer
Jamie Marie Lang

Jeffrey Grant Larkin
Eliza Lindquist
Philip Francis Loida
Esther Bishop Machen
Ashley L. Maley
Michelle E. Malone
Stephanie Lynn Maloney
David A. Mattingly
Adam Craig McClellan
Peter B. McClellan
Alan George McDavid
Genavieve Lynn McGivern
Daniel P. Miller
Ashley Crane Mitchell
Evan P. Moody
Sara Ann Murillo
Mohammad S. Nomani
Maya Renee Nunley
Lindsay Pauly
Racheal Marie Peavie
Kimberly E. Petkovich
Terrin Porter
Kevin Joseph Price
Brandon R. Prusa
Jennifer M. Rapini
Danielle Marie Riordan
Daniel Eugene Rome
Jeanine M. Sasek
James Todd Shaner
Deanna Helaine Snitzer
Rebecca Downey Spencer
Shamaine Spencer
Matthew Standridge
Eric James Stull
Letrisha Ann Thomas
Amy Marie Thompson
Matthew D. Tinnel
Karen Elizabeth Urnise
David Raul Vasquez
Ryan Charles Wait
Matthew James Walker
Max J. Weber

Ashlee Williams
Kimberly Alyna Winton
Jessica Kimiyo Yoon
Stephanie Zeller

Tears and cheers were the order of the evening as 151 graduates 
crossed the stage to receive their degrees during the School of 
Dentistry’s 2010 commencement, held Sunday evening, May 9. 
UMKC Chancellor Leo Morton, Dean Marsha Pyle and other 
dignitaries conferred 27 Bachelor of Science in Dental Hygiene 
degrees, 96 Doctor of Dental Surgery degrees, 19 Graduate 
Dental Certificates, five Master of Science in Dental Hygiene 
degrees, one Master of Science in Oral Biology degree, and three 
Interdisciplinary Ph.D. degrees. This year included an emotional 
addition to the proceedings as parents who are themselves 
graduates of the UMKC School of Dentistry handed their 
respective graduating sons or daughters their diplomas.

→



Graduate Dental Certificates
Advanced Education in 
General Dentistry
Gregory Booth
Rachel Fanska
Samantha Hindupur
Jacqueline Kramer
Eric Livingston
David Olson
Mahdokht Farahani
Geoffrey Riley

Endodontics
David Cloutier

Oral & Maxillofacial 
Radiology
Jason Mahmalji

Oral & Maxillofacial 
Surgery
Corey Auch
Andrew Mullendore
Sascha Schubert

Orthodontics &
Dentofacial Orthopedics
Paul Anders
James Ian Ballou
Jason Burckhard
Charles Schumacher

Periodontics
Eric Driver
Humaira Habib

Graduate Degrees
Master of Science in Dental 
Hygiene Education
Valarie Selena Stewart Brand
Connie Jamison
Michelle Mould
Marie Navickis
Debra November-Rider

Master of Science in Oral 
Biology
Aaron J. Colby

Interdisciplinary Ph.D.
Vania Castro
Geralyn Crain
Jennifer Melander

Commencement Continued
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