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The City Union Mission of Kansas City, Mo., has been 
sheltering, feeding and rehabilitating homeless men, 

women and children for 84 years. “Rehabilitation” for some 
of the Mission’s clients means overcoming addiction, finding 
a purpose in life, receiving job training, and developing a 
relationship with the source of all their good. Clients pursue 
their personal goals by participating in programs that may last 
for more than a year while they live at the Mission.
	 Ironically, the City Union Mission is located at the UMKC 
School of Dentistry’s old building at 10th and Troost, where 
my dad (1928), brother-in-law (1956) and I (1965) received our 
dental training. The building that for decades blessed so many 
of us with the opportunity to fulfill the American dream now 
serves almost 1,000 meals a day and is home to many people 
struggling to make their way.
	 On Valentines Day 2005, I began a dental program that 
serves the residents at the Mission who are making real 
changes in their lives. Even if a person comes in from the cold 
just one night, we leave no brother or sister in pain. Thanks 
to the help of 65 general dentists and specialists and the 
assistance of Mallow–Tru Dental Laboratory, we have given 
new smiles, new self-images and increased self-confidence 
to countless residents. Additional support has been supplied 
by my Dental Class of 1965, which endowed a fund to pay 
the expenses of clients in need of emergency services at the 
UMKC School of Dentistry.
	 I invite you to contribute to this program by helping a 
rehabilitated resident who is turning his or her life around. 
Assisting one resident with his of her dental needs in your 
office each year would be a tremendous help. You, too, might 
find yourself experiencing a new smile. If you’d like to reach 
out to a neighbor in need, please don’t hesitate to contact me 
at: 913-469-6547 or holmeslg@umkc.edu. !
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leaving a legacy

Have you ever thought about leaving a legacy? 
Creating an estate gift provision to support future 

students at the UMKC School of Dentistry after your 
lifetime can be very meaningful ... and quite easy. Many 
alumni and friends have found that a planned gift 
will help tomorrow’s students by providing resources 
for scholarships, research and undesignated funds to 
meet the UMKC School of Dentistry’s most important 
priorities.
	 Making a planned gift is as simple as preparing a codicil 
or amendment to your estate. Or, you may designate 
the UMKC School of Dentistry as a beneficiary of a 
life insurance policy or individual retirement account. 
Perhaps a gift of securities to help you avoid capital gains 
might be advantageous to you. Our new gift planning 
website, complete with calculating tools and other 
educational resources, is now available to help you 
determine how a future gift can make a difference — for 
you and UMKC.  Please visit:
http://advancing.umkc.edu/plannedgiving and:
•	Check out the multiple “libraries” of planned giving,
	 financial planning and estate planning articles — for
	 both potential donors and professionals.
• Construct your own possible planned gift taking a
	 “step-by-step” approach.
•	Create a chart to compare the features and benefits of
	 different planned gifts for you and your family.
•	See how much you know about estate taxes, trusts and
	 estates in the “Quiz Yourself” section.
•	Calculate how much your income tax deduction will be
	 for your particular planned gift.
•	Request and receive an online brochure on a particular
	 planned giving topic of interest.
•	See how your bequest to UMKC should be worded in
	 your estate planning document.
•	Learn more about the Robert H. Flarsheim Society and
	 view some stories of alumni and friends who are
	 members.
•	And much more ...
	 To learn how you can leave a legacy for future dental 
students, please contact Nan Evanson, Director of 
Development, at 816-235-2095 or evansonn@umkc.edu 
or Phil Watson, Director of Gift Planning, at 816-235-
5776 or watsonp@umkc.edu. 
	 If you have already remembered the School of 
Dentistry in your estate plan, we would like to hear from 
you. We look forward to thanking all of our donors whose 
vision and generosity will raise the level of excellence in 
education at UMKC. !




